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OBSERVATIONS 


National Treaties, &c. 


* 


oO expole the Writers 
Je Aa againſt the Govern- 
| ment we will not only 
[SJ examine into the Un- 
ee juſtneſs of their preſent 
Clamours, but point out ſome of 
their paſſed Errors when they have 
| preſumed to foreſee Conſequences 
which, in their Opinion, were like- 
1y to happen from the Situation of 
Affairs at thav Time. 

Io Years ſince, when the Set- 
tlement of Don Carlos in the Ita- 
lian Dominions was the Subject of 
Diſpute, a grave Politician ſaid,“ 


| - * In a Pamphlet intitled be Caſe of the Hes- 
. SIAN Forces in the Pay of GREAT BriTAlN impar- 
| tially and freely examined, &c. in Anſwer to a late 


Pamphlet intitled Conſiderations on the preſent 
State of Affairs, Cc. 
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| it 15 extremely jt 7 * be 
Jutroduction of Ihe SraxARDS will | 


be followed by Invaſims on the 


Emperor s Duminiaꝝs. The Eqpi- 


t of this Succeſſion has often been 


{hewn, and this Prophecy is hither- 
to incompleted. I ſhall here en- 
ter into the Nature af Treatics in 


General, and into the Guaranty of 
this Succeſſion in Particular, and 
thereby ſhew the Want of Judg e- 


ment or Honeſty in thoſe who re- 


EP" IE 


preſent all our Treaties as the Ef- 


fects of Maleadniniſtration. 


Why muſt an Invaſion on the | 


Emperor's Dominions be the Con- 


ſequence of the Introduction of 

Spaniſh Forces into [taly ? Muſt 

we always expect, in Alliances, 
that one Party will break through 
the ſolemn Engagements which 
the Treaty of Nations lays him 
under ? No ſurely; we ſhould ſup- 
poſe the confederate Powers too 
tenacious of their Honour to break 
through the ſacred Ty of national 
Covenants ; and, though we know 
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ſome Examples of unfaithful Allies, 
we muſt not believe all capable of 
Violation of Treaties, nor that the 
ſame Kingdom which has been for- 


merly guilty of ſuchBreaches will be 


always ſo; for if we ſhould act on 
ſuch Principles we muſt never en- 
ter into any Treaties; and I am 
ſure that the Hiſtory of our own 
Country affords us many Inſtances 


.of Treachery of this Kind, and 


King Fa that of the Reign of 
ing Edward the third; which 
Prince neyer obſerved a "Treaty 


| when either his Intereſt, or Paſſi- 


ons, prompted him to break it ; 
yet I ſhould be forry if ſuch Exam- 
ples deterred other Nations from 
entering into any Leagues with us. 
In theſe Caſes Nations ſhould act 
like private Men; when we re- 
ceive a Bond from our Neighbour, 
we ſhould not conclude that he 
will diſappoint our Expectations 
in the Execution of it, but that he 
will acquit himſelf with Honour ; 
and if he does not, he muſt ſubmit - 

| to 


[6 N 

to the Penalty annexed to ſuch 
Breach of Faith, Very often a 
Contract is made betwixt two Per- 
ſons, and at the Time of making 
it both are able to anſwer the Con- 
tents of it; but, by ſome unlook- 


ed for Accident, one Perſon may 


be rendered incapable of keeping 
to his Contract, in ſuch a Caſe Al- 


lowances are to be made: the ſame 


may happen in national Treaties: 


and in thoſe a Puniſhment is pro- 


vided for the offending Party: but 


let us ſuppoſe that Don Carlos, one 


Time or other, may be inclined to 
encreaſe his Dominions: what then? 
Natural Policy will teach him not 
to kindle a War where he is to e- 
ſtabliſn his Throne, and thereby 


make his Allies his Foes, and ſo 


hazard a Certainty for an Uncer- 
tainty.“ What an excellent Me- 


thod of reaſoning this Author pur- 


ſued! He firſt laid down a Suppo- 
ſition of an Accident not likely to 
be, and then reaſoned on the Con- 
— which his own political 


Head 
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Head drew from it. Since theſe 
judicious Politicians foretold that 


the Introduction of the SraNIARDS 
into Italy would, probably, be fol- 
lowed by Invaſions on the Empe- 
ror's Dominions, it will not be un- 


ſeaſonable here to obſerve that the : 


Emperor has declared his Appro- 


bation of the Settlement of Don 


Carlos, and Affairs betwixt them 


are amicably adjuſted. 


Of the Law againſt Riots, and of 
the Doctrine of Paſſiue Obedi- 
ence and Nonreſiſtance. 


SHALL now conſider what the 
1 Craftſman advanced , againſt 
the Law to prevent Riots ; and I 
ſhall likewiſe examine into his Mo- 


tives for being ſtrenuous in preſſing 


the Repeal of that Law. He al- 
lows the Neceſſity of the Act 
when the late King firſt came to 


the Throne, and asks F it had 


been made for a Tear, whether. it 
would not have had the ſame Ef- 


ect? To which I anſwer, No: it 


* About two Years ſince, being 
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being now in Force terrifies him, 
and other ill-diſpoſed Perſons, from 


riotous Proceedings. I have, more 
than once, ſeen the good Conſe- 
quences of this Act; and, not long 
ſince, I ſaw a Mob diſperſed by the 
Appearance only of an Officer, 
whom they ſuſpected to have came: 
to read the Proclamation againſt 
Riots; but reading a Proclamation, 
ſays this Author in his prophetic 
Style, /hallin all future Time, give 
the Crown a Power of hanging up 
their Subjects by Whole/ale. This 
Period is full as reaſonable as it is 
grammatical. By the fame Sort 
of Logic we may argue thus. The 
King has a negative Vote in Parli- 


ament: therefore future Kings 


may exert it againſt every Bill that 


is ſor the Advantage of the Sub- 


jet; and therefore the Crown 


ſhould no longer have that nega- 


tive Vote. 


1 
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4 Playhouſe, ſays the fame pe- 
netrating Writer, or an other 
Place, where Numbers of People 
Ez meet 


L 9] 
meet, may be converted, by an of 
3 crous "Fuſtice of Peace, and theſe 
| Hocus Pocus Words, into a rebel- 
lious Alſembly. I ſuppoſe he means 
the Proclamation by Hocus Pocus ; - 
for whatever the Word Zhe/e is a 
Relative to it muſt be underſtood, 
for it is not mentioned. Can any 
thinking Man imagine that any 
| Magiſtrate, ſince all Magiſtrates 
know Male-adminiſtration to be 
penal, would read or cauſe the 
{Proclamation to be read, where a 
{Congregation of People are with- 
4 out: any Appearance of Riot or Diſ- 
{ turbance of any Kind? The Man 
{that is capable of exhibiting ſuch 
childiſh, cavilling, Stuff as this to 
the Public for Argument, only 
with an Intent to keep up the Spi- 
rit of Faction, ought to receive 
one Laſh for his Wickedneſs and 
another for his Folly. 

IlImmedliately after he goes on to 
Ythew the Weaknels of People who 
pay Obedience to Laws. What is 
* ſays he, that we Whigs (What 
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a Wolf is here in Sheeps Cloath- 


Hy in the Face of the Government! 


Words. When Ye talk of Non- | 


would be a Crime, the heavy Hand 


I 0 4 
4 


fb 
for 


ing!) have always reproached the 
Tories with? Is it not their Prin- 


ciple of Paſſiue Obedience and Non- Jaug 
— 4 A pretty Fellow truly be | 


to ſpirit up the King's Subjects to =p 
0) 
What ſuch Whigs as he mean by {WV 
Paſ/ive 9 and Non-reſiſ- 
Zance, I cannot tell; but I know S 
what V/e Whigs mean by thoſe 


reſiſtance as a Folly, and as a 
Crime, We mean when an implicit ! 
Obedience 1s paid to a Prince only 
becauſe he is a Prince; let his Com- 
mands be as unreaſonable, and as 
ſevere, as the tyrannical Mind of 
Man is able to deviſe, Reſiſtance ſt 


of God would be over thoſe who N 
{ſhould preſume to reſiſt his anoint- C AI 
ed: ſuch are the Doctrines which CO 
Parker, in his Eccle/ta/tical Polity, PS 
and other Propagators of ſuch ſla- 10 
viſh Senatiments, maintained; and Th 
ſuch are the Doctrines which We ciſe 
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Whigs call fooliſh and wicked, and 
. for w {hich we reproach, or rather 
„. laugh at, the Tories. Paſſive O- 
ly bedience to Laws made on a ſolid 
= and pure Foundation, to give Peace 
it! to Mankind, and to keep Vice in 
by Awe, Ve Whigs call a Virtue; 
1 and indeed the folly would be lo 
great in reſiſting ſuch Laws that 
e we could not ealily find a Name 
n- for it. This is the real Difference 
a betwixt the Opinions of the Whigs 
cit and Tories concerning Palſive O- 
ly hedience. 
m-. From the preceding Pages two 
as material Circumſtances appear, iſt, 
of the Inability of the Writers againft 
ce ſthe Government to Reaſon, 2d, 
nd their Reſolution to oppoſe all the 
ho Meaſures which are purſued by the 
at- Miniſtry,; for I think they never 
ch could have been angry at the Law 
ty, againſt Riots, unleſs they foreſaw 
la- ſome Danger from it to themſelves. 
nd Their preſent Clamours, about Ex- 
We ciſe, ſufficiently demonſtrate to me 
gs | their Inclination to raiſe a Fer- 
ö B 2 ment 


124 
ment in the Nation; and every 
one therefore may ſee how repug- 


nant that wholeiome Law againſt 0 
Koiots is to their Deſign. Much 
i has been ſaid on both Sides about 
| Exciſe ; notwithſtanding which! 
[ ſhall ſubmit ſome few Thoughts to 
: the Public, which may contribute 
| b towards ſetting the Minds of unpre- 

: judiced Perſons right, on that Sub- 
il ject. 4 
[ * One of our weekly Incendiaries has lately | 


attempted to inſtigate the People to murder the 


| Miniſter, Prince, and any, that they happen te 
1 | conceive a Diſlike to; what Lengths therefore 
may we not ſuppoſe ſuch a profeſſed Aſſaſſin 
| would give into, if this wholſome Law was nol! 
| in Force ? See Fog's Journal, February 10, 
1733. | 
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of anſwering any of their ſcurrilous 


An impartial Enquiry into the pre- 
| ſent Queſtion concerning Exciſe ; 
in which the Advantazes ari ſing 
to the King and Subject, from 
rai ſing Duties by Exciſe, are de- 
mont rated, and the Objections 
thereto obviated. 


HE Enemies to the Govern- 
ment have raifed, and propa- 
gated, a Clamour about Exciſe, as 


if every Commodity in the King- 


dom was going to be laid under 
ſome Duty or other ; and al] their 
ſeditious Proceedings on this Head 
are merely to diſtreſs the King 
and his Miniſtry, and to divert the 
legiſlative Power from ſuch Mea- 
ſures as may ſecure the Payment 
of the King's Revennues without 
moleſting any of his Subjects: a 
clear and conciſe State therefore of 
the Queſtion in Debate, without 
entering on the ingrateful Work 


Libels, will be highly neceſſary for 
the 
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the Satisfaction of the Public in 


General and of the trading Part of 


this Kingdom in Particular, and 


for the Sake of ſhewing the falſe 


Suggeſtions of a Sct of Men who 
are not only in Enmity with their 
Prince and the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, but apparently Foes to the 
Community. To warn the People 
againſt a real approaching Evil is 


a Virtue; but to ſtir up Jealouſies 


and Commotions, under a pretend- 
ed Apprehenſion of ippending 
Danger, is a Crime of the higheſt 
Nature, and eſpecially when what 
they repreſent as an Ill is intended, 
as it will prove, a real Benefit to 


Prince and Subject. Who are 
Friends, and who are Enemies, to 


this Nation will, I doubt not, ap- 
pear frem the following Examina- 
tion into the preſent Queſtion con- 
cerning Exciſe. 

The preſent Queſtion concerning 


\ Exciſe is, Whether the Duties al- 


ready lay d on Wines and Tobacco 


| would not, if collected by Ex cI1Ssx, 


be 


[15]. 
be more advantageous to the King 
and People than if continued being 
raiſed by Cus ro. This is really 
the Queſtion now in Debate ; they 
therefore who have raiſed, and 
ſpread, the Report of a future ge- 
neral Excile, can have no other 
View but to incenſe the People a- 
gainſt the King and his Admint- 
ſtration; to effect which they found 
it neceſſary to make their Coun- 
trymen believe that a Project was 
carrying on that never was ſo much 
as thought of: when they had in- 
fuſed this Notion into the People, 
their Buſineſs was to ſhew how per- 
nicious ſuch a Project is to their In- 
tereſts. 

The Queſtion being thus fairly 
ſtated as J have here repreſented 
it, the Reader muſt firſt diveſt 
a himſelf of the Prejudices which he 
had conceived by the wicked Miſ- 
repreſentations of the Enemies to 
the Government and Nation, and 
then maturely weigh the Advan- 
tages and Diſadvantages, againſt 

one 


* 
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one another, which will ariſe from 
the Change of the Manner of col- 
lecting theſe Dutics. 

As I ſayd before, I ſhall not pre- 
tend to anſwer any of the ſcurrilous 
Libels which have been publiſhed 
on this Occaſion, but I will point 
out the Profits which muſt ariſe 
from this Change in the Manner 
of collecting theſe Duties as they 
occur to me, while I am thinking, 
withan uninterrupted Attention, on 
this Subject: my Arguments Iwill 
divide into three Heads, 1 /. as they 


regard the Ring, 2d. as they regard 


the Subjef, and, 2dly, I will obwiate 
the Otjefions which are likely to be 


f/tarted. 


I. Advantazes ariſing to the Kine. 

As theſe Duties were lay d on theſe 
Commodities to an{wer ſome End, 
the King has juſt Reaſon to expect 


"0" punctual Payment of them. Ex- 


perience has ſhewed us, by frequent, 


buy almoſt daily repeated, Inſtances, 
that the King has been defrauded 


of a conſiderable Part of the Duties 


which 


. (oF. 
which would ariſe from theſe Com- 
modities if honeſtly pay d; a more 
certain Way of collecting them is 
therefbre to be propoſed; which is 
judged to be by Exciſe. How eaſy 
the Payment of the Duties by 
! wg is to beevaded the common 
Practice of running Goods ſuffici- 
fently teſtifies; and how that Evil 
| is to be remedy d by Exciſe will 
appear by the following Arguments, 
JAs the Trader, who deals m ex- 
ciſed Goods, is anſwerable for all 
Inis Stock, he is not likely to run 
the Hazard of the Penalty annexed 
Ito his Offence, when he conſiders 
the Difficulty of deceiving the Of- 
ficers of Exciſe. As an Exciſeman 
can go into any Houſe at any Hour, 
Jeven in the Night on a juſt Pre- 
tence, there can be no Hour in 
which the Trader can be poſitive- 
fly ſecure of his Abſence ; there- 
Kore his Fear would prevailoyer any 
diſnoneſt Inclination that might a- 
wiſe: from whence it appears that 
b the King is not very likely to be de- 
ö C fraud- 
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frauded of his Due without a Com- 
bination of Maſter, Servants, and 
Exciſeman; which is almoſt im- 
poſſible; for as Exciſemen are or- 


dered to change their Walks, the 1 


Succeſſion of one to another in the 
ſame Places renders it ſcarcely 


practicable for the Trader to bribe 


them all, eſpecially as we muſt ; 


ſuppoſe it cannot be a Trifle that 
would tempt a Man to hazard the 
Loſs of his Place: moreover the }- 


Uncertainty of a Servants being 


tenacious of a Maſter's Secrets, of 


his being Proof againſt the Reward: ! 


that may be offered by Law to the 
Detector of ſuch Frauds, would be 
no {mall Check on the Maſter; and 
the greater the Number to be con- I 
cerned in the Combination, the 


greater the Difficulty. 


Now I have ſhewed the Advan- 
tages ariſing to the King from theſe - 
Duties being raiſed by Exciſe, I pro- 
ceed to point out the Advantages 


arifing to the Subject therefrom. 


II. The N 5 
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Il. The Advantages ariſing to the 


Subect. 
While the clandeſtine Trade of 


Smuggling is carried on, the King 
is defrauded of his Due by the 
Sgmuggler's avoiding the Payment 
of Cuſtom; and the fair Trader is in- 
4 zured by Smuggling, becauſe Per- 
ſons who run Goods can afford to 
underſell the Merchant who pays 
Cu ſtom, and they who buy thoſe 
3 Goods of the Smugglers can afford 
to underſell the fair Trader who 
buys of the Merchant. Now if I 
can prove that theſe Commodities, 
Wines and Tobacco, being lay d 
under Exciſe will prevent the clan- 
deſtine and prejudicial Traffic k 
of Smuggling, the Advantages a- 
4 rifing to the fair Trader, as well 
as to the King, will naturally fol- 
1 low. If theſe Commodities are lay d 
under Exciſe, to what Purpoſe 
1 ſhould any one carry on a clandeſ- 
# tine Traffick, as that of Smuggling 
is, when he may have the ſame 

1 Advantages by an open Trade? 


They 


They who formerly bought of 


Smugglers will not have the ſame 


Reaſons for dealing with clandeſtine 


Traders as they had before, becauſe 
the Goods being houſed will be no 
Protection from paying Duties, me 


being anſwerable for all their Stock; 
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and the Difficulty of a Trader's a- 
voiding the e of Exciſe I | | 
have ſhewed under the preceding 
Head. By theſe; Means the fair | 
Trader is not in the ſame Danger, 


in which he was before, of being 


underſold by clandeſtine Dealers. ] 


Join to theſe Advantages the many 


Outrages, I may ſay Murders, which 
have been committed by Smug- | 
glers, and thoſe in Combination 
with them, to conceal their Frauds, | 
and protect themſelves from Jul: | 
tice, Crimes of which Nature on 
the ſame Occaſions will be avoided ! 
by theſe. Commodities being lay'd 
under Exciſe. The ſmuggling * 

Trade has arrived toſucha Heighth 
that they proceed in Clans; and 

they have been ſo tumultuous and 
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formidable that an — Force 


has been oſten neceſſary to red uce 


them. I now proceed to my third 
Head. 


HI. Ohjeckions obviatedl. 
The principal Objection that has 
been made againſt Exciſe is, F Hhat 


it is dangerous to the Liberties of 


the People; and the Dangers to 


which the People have been ſaid 
to be ſubjected thereby may be 
ranged under three Heads, 1ſt, he 


Inconventences to which Traders 


in exciſeable Goods are liable by the 


un ſea ſonable Intruſion of 2 ers, 
2d, 2% Influence which G 

the Exciſe may have over 7 
Traders in Elections of Members 
of Parliament, and, zdly, the Par- 


 zrality which 28 likely zo be ſhewed 
by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, 


who, they ſay, are to be Judges in 


| Caſes relating to Exciſe. Under 


theſe three Heads come the chief 


Od jections which have been, or can 
- be, ſtarted; and even theſe are ridi- 
 Cylous in the Judgement of a ſober 


think- 


„ 
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thinking Man; but, as ridiculous as 


they are, I will obviate them, for 
the Sake of diſarming the ſcanda- 


lous Libellers of the Government 
of theſe poor and weak Evaſions. 
1ſt, The Inconvenzences to which 
Traders in exciſeable Goods are li- 
able by the unſjeaſonable Intruſion 
of Officers. Twill venture to affirm 


that none but ſuch Perſonsas ought 


to be liable to ſuch Inconveniences 
will be liable to them; for the fair 
Trader who 1s refolved to pay the 
King his Duties, and who behaves 
unexceptionably juſt in his Buſineſs, 
will never lay himſelf under any 
Suſpicion, and therefore will be ſel- 
dom vifited at unſeaſonable Hours 
by the Officer; and when he ſhall 
happen to be called upon at any 
unuſual Hour, inſtead of being of- 


fended, he will be pleaſed with 
giving Teſtimomes of his Probity : 


and what 1s the Trouble which ſuch 
an unuſual Viſit may occaſion ? Per- 
haps his getting out .of his Bed ; 
and, if he is not well, or has not 
| an 
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Among the Advantages L believe I 


[ 23 J 

an Inclination to riſe, his Servant 
will anſwer the End of the Officer's 
coming as well, Will any reaſon- 
ble and unprejudiced Perſon offer 
ſeriouſly to oppoſe ſuch a Trouble 
as is here mentioned, and that to 


happen but ſeldom, to the great 


Advantages viſibly ariſing from 
turning theſe Duties into another 
Channel ? And are not thoſe Per- 
ſons who have Reaſon to dread what 
they call an unſeaſonable Intruſion 
the very Perſons who ought fre- 
quently to be viſited at unexpected 


Hours ? Every honeſt Man, I am 


perſuaded, will anſwer no to the 
firſt, and yes to the laſt, Queſtion. 
As for the Inſults which are talked 
of as likely to happen from Exciſe- 
men, they are too fooliſh to ſpeak 
of, fince every one, that is not an 
Ideot, knows that they are ſubject 
to the ſame Penalties annexed, by 
Law, to Offences, as other Men are. 


may mention the Likelihood of 
drinking wholſomer Wines than 
| are 
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are uſually drank in Taverns now; 
which 1s a Circumſtance not un- 
worthy Conſideration, if the 
Health of the, Community is worth 
regarding. 

2d, I come now to ſpeak of the 
In fluence Which Oficers of the 


_ Exciſe may have over ſuch Traders 


in Elections of Members of Parli- 
ament. Officers of the Exciſe can 
not poſlibly have any Influence o- 
ver the fair Trader; for he that 
has no Reaſon to fear his Inſpecti- 
on into his Stock is above being in- 
fluenced by him : moreover, they 
who talk of trading People being 
influenced by an Exciſeman talk as 
if they miſtook the Quality of an 
Exciſeman; for moſt * 
Traders are ſo far from being influ- 
enced by one of ſo low a Station 
that they look on themſelves as his 
Superiors, and will ſcarcely conde- 
ſcend to liſten to him in ſuch Caſes. 
Who are the People in Danger of be- 
ing influenced by him? Thoſe, will 
our Adverſaries ſlay, who axe inclin- 


ed 


— TT 1 _— i. _—_—_— M__ "RR | oY 


[ 25 ] 
ed to cheat the King of his Duties ? 
If thoſe are the People to be in- 
fluenced, it muſt be thro the Hopes 
of the Exciſeman's Connivance at 
their fraudulent Practices, or ra- 
ther by his Promiſe ; but it is ſo 
monſtrouſly fooliſh a Suggeſtion, 
to ſuppoſe that every Exciſeman 
3 thro the Kingdom ſhould have a 
ſecret Commiſion of ſuch a Nature, 
that it could not poſſibly enter the 
Mind of a clear-headed Man: be- 
ſides, how are theſe turbulent Op- 
poſers ſure, that a Clauſe will not 
be added, in the Act, that may be 
made for collecting theſe Duties 
by Exciſe, which will make it pe- 
nal for any Officer concerned in 
collecting theſe Duties to interfere 
in Elections In an Act of the th 
of Queen Ann the Sum of an hun- 
dred Pounds is made the Forfeit 4 
on ſuch an Occaſion. 
3d. Let us now enquire into e 
3 Parttality which is likely to be 
f ſhewed by the Commiſſioners of 
_ Exciſe, Wh, they jay, are to be 
D Tudges 
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Judges in Caſes relating to Exci /e. 


This Objection may perhaps be re- 


moved by a Clauſe in the Act, that 


ſhall bring all Cauies relating to 
Exciſe into We/{min/ter Hall; if 
ſo, and I] am informed that it will 
be ſo, no other Anſwer is needful 
to this Objection: however I Vill 
examine into the Unjuſtneſs of this 


_ Objection, ſuppoſing the Commiſ- 


honers of Exciſe ſhould: be continu- 


ed ſudges in ſuch Cauſes. The Com- 


miſſioners of Exciſe are generally 
Gentlemen, and Men of Honour, 
and proper Judges of the Cauſes 
which are brought before them, 
and above being {way d by a mean 
Partiality to their under Officers : 


and why ſhould they be partial? 
Their Profits are not encreaſed 


thereby: but let us appeal to Facts, 
as the beſt Arguments hero. The 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe frequently 
mitigate the Fines, with which the 
Offender is firſt loaded, down to a 
Trifle, and always maturely weigh 
the Nature of the Cauſe that 1s 

brought 


t 
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brought” before them; and when 
they fine any Perſon for clandeſtine 
Dealings to avoid paying the King's 
Duties, and afterwards inſiſt on the 
Fine, they ſeldom load him with 
a Fine equal to the Gains which 
he has acquired by his unfair Deal- 
ings, ſo tender are they of the Sub- 
jects Wellfare. The following Fact 
I will venture to relate, becauſe J 
am myſeif ſure of the Truth of e- 
very Circumſtance in it. 

A certain Soapboiler, in London, 
not long ſince, had a great While 
carry d on a clandeſtine Trade, by 
making more Soap up Stairs than 
he did below where the Officer was 
accuſtomed to go; which was diſ- 
covered by the Copper happening 
to boil over one Day while the Of- 
ficer was below, and ſome of the 
Soap dropping thro the Chinks of 
the Boards; the Officer then ran 
up, and diſcovered the Bulineſls. 
The Soapboiler was brought to his 
Tryal, and the Commiſſioners fin- 
ed him fiye hundred Pounds; which 
8 he 


"EP he ic gladly 5 having Sei. near 4 
fliſteen hundred in the Time. mn © 
which he carry d on that clandef- | 


ject of Suſpicion ? And is it proper, | 


i he Advantages ariſing to the King 
aud Subject from turning theſe 
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tine Buſineſs. Let me ask our Ad- 
verſaries theſe few Queſtions on this 
Occafion. Is this Perſon a fit Ob- 


after this, for the Officer to in- 
trude upon him at unexpected 
Hours, three or four Times in a 
Year? Did no fair Traders ſuffer | 
by this Perſon, who could afford to 
underſell his Neighbours, and did? 

Thus, I think, I have anſwered 
my End; which was 70 point out | 


Duties into Exciſe, and to obviate | 
the Objefions likely to be ſtarted; 
which I have done without the 
unpleaſant Work of anſwering the 
ſcurrilous billingſgate Libels Which 
have been publiſhed on the other 
Side; a Condeſcenſion which T 1 
choſe to avoid, and which would 
have made me more prolix thang 
ſhould ha ve cared to have bean 


The E N D. Gb 


